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his beautiful daughter by himself. Yes, that guy
was crazy, and maybe he’d have gone in there
with that old six-shooter and killed somebody.
But Steve Sposato would like to have his wife’s
chances back.

Five years ago, a gunman using an AK-47
killed five elementary school kids. This happens
every day. We lost two people and had three
more wounded outside the CIA headquarters
last year, remember that, with a gunman with
an AK–47.

So I say to you, I’m sorry to be so frustrated,
but sometimes it seems that the President’s job
ought to be dealing with things that are not
obvious. I mean, at least health care is a com-
plex subject. It’s obvious we need to do some-
thing about it, but it’s complicated. I concede
that; I welcome these debates.

How can we walk away from this? Especially
when this bill protects over 650 specific hunting
weapons? I mean, I don’t understand why the
organizations aren’t saying, ‘‘Well, hallelujah, this
is the first Federal explicit protection we ever
had for the means of hunting.’’

And I really—I was proud of what Mr.
Magaw said, talking about the only color—I
mean, I have heard people with a straight face
saying, ‘‘Well, there are some adults that like
to go target practice with these things.’’ Well,
they need to read a good book—[laughter]—
or take up bowling or just follow—or, you know,
you can hunt nearly 12 months out of the year
if you hunt everything. [Laughter]

This is—it is imperative. We just have a few
days left. And I urge you to spend less time

with each other and more time putting the ham-
mer of your feelings into the deliberations in
the House of Representatives. And something
else: No good Member of the House or Senate,
no Republican or Democrat, no rural legislator
should ever fear losing their seat for voting for
this bill. And something else you ought to do
is tell every office you call: ‘‘If you do this,
I will fight for you for voting for this; I will—
there may be differences over other issues, but
I will do everything I can to see that nothing
diminishes your standing because of this.’’

This is not a complicated issue. And we will
have more issues like this. Every great society
is going to face, for the foreseeable future, these
incredible tensions between our freedom and
our abuse of our freedom, between the need
for liberty and the need for order, between our
desire to have an entrepreneurial, free-flowing
society and the absolute need for some dis-
cipline that enables us to live as human beings
civilly together and give our children a chance
to grow up.

And some of the decisions we’ll have to make
will be more difficult than this. But this is a
lay-down no-brainer—[laughter]—and the Con-
gress must not walk away from it. Please help
us to pass it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:37 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to David Steingraber,
Menomonee Falls, WI, police chief and head of
the Wisconsin Police Chiefs Association.

Message to the Congress Reporting a Budget Deferral
May 2, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report one revised deferral of budget au-
thority, totaling $7.3 million.

The deferral affects the Department of Health
and Human Services. The details of the revised
deferral is contained in the attached report.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

May 2, 1994.

NOTE: The report detailing the deferral was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 9.
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